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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 1/28/08 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 7, 17, 19, 21-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Szarka (US Patent No. 4,627,488). 

Szarka discloses a method of controlling the flow of fluidic materials comprising an 
injecting fluidic materials into the inlet passage (810), blocking the inlet passage (892) with a 
ball plug (892), conveying the injected fluidic materials radially out of the inlet passage (see 
figure 6B) into a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart longitudinal passages (902) defined 
in the tubular housing and into an annular chamber defined in the tubular housing that surrounds 
the inlet passage (annular space between 902 and 768), opening the outlet passage to permit 
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fluidic materials within the inlet passage and the annular chamber to be conveyed out of the 
housing (see figure 6B element 768, 785 and 776, also see Col 16 lines 56-68, and the ball valve 
348), wherein the method further comprising preventing debris from entering the annular 
chamber (by using screen means 64), wherein the method further comprising detecting the 
operating pressure of the injected fluidic materials, and if the detected operating pressure of the 
injected fluidic materials exceeds a predetermined amount (see Col 16 lines 56-68, when the 
pressure in the annular chamber exceeds the biasing force or predetermined amount, the check 
valve 768, 776 will open and allow injected fluidic material to flow to the outlet passage 762 and 
790) then opening the outlet passages (760 and 790), wherein the operating pressure is remotely 
detected by the check valve (768 and 776). Szarka further discloses the method to include an 
operating procedure that when if the detected operating pressure of the injected fluidic materials 
exceeds about 500 to 3000 psi (see Col 19 lines 19-23), then displacing valve members (see Col 
19 lines 36-43) positioned within corresponding longitudinal valve chambers defined in the 
tubular housing, wherein the method further includes controlling the rate at which the fluidic 
materials are conveyed out of the tubular housing through the outlet passages using variable 
orifices when the valve members (768, 774 and 768) are displaced in a variable position and 
created a variable orifices, wherein the outlet passages (between 762 or 792 and the annular 
chamber, please see figure below) are orthogonal to the inlet passage (see 902). Please also see 
figure in this Office Action. 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 1/28/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument that Szarka's reference fails to discloses a 
circumferentially spaced apart longitudinal passages. The Examiner disagrees. Szarka's 
reference clearly discloses circumferentially spaced apart longitudinal passages (902). Applicants 
admitted Szarka's reference shows a plurality of radially spaced apart longitudinal passages (see 
Remark page 7 filed on 1/28/08). In other words, applicants admitted that Szarka's reference 
discloses a method of "conveying the injected fluidic materials radially out of the inlet passage 
into a plurality of spaced apart longitudinal passages" by having a radially spaced apart 
longitudinal passages. The definition of circumferentially is "around the circumference, or 
periphery, of circular or cylindrical object", and Szarka's reference clearly shows a spaced apart 
longitudinal passages around the cylindrical body, therefore, Szarka's reference meets the claims. 

In response to applicant's argument that Szarka's reference fails to show the outlet 
passages are orthogonal to the inlet passage, please refer to the figure above. Szarka's reference 
shows the outlet passages (790 and 762 with filled portion as shown in figure) are orthogonal to 
the inlet passage (810) 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CLOUD K. LEE whose telephone number is (571)272-7206. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Huson can be reached on (571)272-4887. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John Rivell/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3753 
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